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of the life of Christ in other men was not and could
not be denied, but it was referred to another world,
for which this was regarded merely as a preparation.
Millennial anticipations of a regenerated earth were
. exchanged for the conception of the earthly life as a
trial and discipline for a better world. And if the
ascetic ideal could not absolutely triumph in a religion
that proclaimed the resurrection of the body, if the
natural feelings and affections of humanity could not
be declared essentially impure, because connected
with sense and matter, yet the discredit of following
a lower ideal was attached to the life of the family
and the State. In short, it may fairly be argued that *
through this whole period the development of
Christianity was one-sided, and that, though it could
not altogether surrender its essential character as a
doctrine of reconciliation, as the revelation of a unity
of human and divine that underlies their differ-
ence and overcomes it, yet it was drawn in the
direction of dualism as far as was possible con-*
sistently with its retaining any hold of the life of
Christ. And if it be said that this dualisticf move-
ment was itself a necessary stage in the development
of the Christian idea, yet, on the other hand, we
cannot doubt that the main agency by which it was
accomplished was the Greek, and in particular the
K"eo-Platonic philosophy. In this case, even more
clearly than in the case of the empire of